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it cannot hope to achieve any very much finer order
or any more general happiness than it now enjoys.
'We must believe, therefore, that it can develop such a
training and education, or we must abandon secular
constructive hope. And here my peculiar difficulty
as against crude democracy comes in. If humanity at
large is capable of that high education and those
creative freedoms our hope demands, much more
must its better and more vigorous types be so capable.
And if those who have power and leisure now, and
freedom to respond to imaginative appeals, cannot
be won to the idea of collective self-development,
then the whole of humanity cannot be won to that.
From that one passes to what has become my general
conception in politics, the conception of the con-
structive imagination working upon the vast com-
plex of powerful people, clever people, enterprising
people, influential people, amidst whom power is
diffused to-day, to produce that self-conscious,
highly selective, open-minded, devoted aristocratic
culture, which seems to me to be the necessary next
phase in the development of human affairs. I see
human progress, not as the spontaneous product of
crowds of raw minds swayed by elementary needs,
but as a natural but elaborate result of intricate
human interdependences, of human energy and
curiosity liberated and acting at leisure, of human
passions and motives, modified and redirected by
literature and art. . . .

But now the reader will understand how it came
about that, disappointed by the essential littleness of
Liberalism, and disillusioned about the representa-
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